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The following are photos of my project to make a kukri which is the national knife
of Nepal and is used by the Gurkhas. As you can see it has been forged from a
truck leaf spring (5160 steel).

Click here to go to page 2 of Kukri progress
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I have finally found time to make progress on the Kukri, but as you will see, there
is still a lot of work left shaping the handle and smoothing and polishing the blade.
I got a bit bogged down while finishing this blade, because I©d spend an hour
working on it, and it would still look the same. Now I©ve started on the handle
things are moving on a bit thank goodness (I©ve got a rough forged blade for my
Mum in law waiting on the kitchen window sill!)

These are the assembled guard, butt plate, retaining nut and pin which are all
hand made from brass. The wood is American Black Walnut, and should look a lot
nicer when oiled.

Once happy with the fit and the polish of surfaces which will be hard to reach after
bonding, I glued it all together with slow set epoxy. Rather than use a hexagonal
nut, I made a threaded dome of brass, and the filed 8 notches into it to allow
tightening with a special socket custom made by filling a larger ring with resin to
give a precision fit.

Below, the kukri is almost finished. I have finished the handle, and adjacent
portion of the blade, but still have to polish the remaining blade and sharpen the
edge. I have already tested the blade by hitting an old gate post as hard as I
could. I am pleased to report there was no sign of damage, so I hopefully got the
hardening and tempering right (but time will tell).
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On to kukri close ups-sorry long download time.

Back-to first kukri page.

Back-to knives page.
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